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of PARLIAMENT, 


EN IT 


Account of many of the Proſecuti- 
ons of the People called QuAKk ERS, in 
the Exchequer, Eccleſiaſtical, and o 
Courts; for Demands recoverable by the- 
Acts made in the 7th and 8th Years of the 
Reign of King Villiam III. for the more 
_ eaſy Recovery of Tythes, Church-Rates,&c. 
So far as the CLERGY of the-Dioceſesof Oxronx p, 
SGlocksT ER, and CHESTER, are concerned 
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” 


in it. e 
. LONDON: 5 
rinted ſor F. and H. PEM BBERT ON, at the Golden- Buck 
againſt St. Dun/tan's Church in Fleejftreet, 1740. 
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N this County, which is of the ſame 

Extent with the Dioceſe, the Quakers 
complain of 22 Proſecutions in their 
Book, and two in their Appendix: But 


they charge the Clergy with only 7 of theſe 


24 Proſecutions. Twenty- one Perſons are 


ſaid to have been proſecuted ; but 6 only by 


the Clergy : Four to have been impriſoned, 


of which two by the Clergy. And of 11 


Proſecutors, 7 are of the Latty : And of the 


remaining four, one belongs not to Oxford- 
ſhire, but to Berkſhire. | 45 


The Weight of their Charge therefore doth 


not fall peculiarly heavy upon the Clergy. 


And though it is undoubtedly very blame- 
able, if any one Jaber hath been put to 
needleſs Expence or Trouble: Yet ſince they 


themſelves accuſe only 3 Clergymen of hav- 
ing done this, in the Space of 40 Years, in a 


County that hath 200 Pariſhes, 40 of which 
at leaſt have Qyeakers in them at preſent, and 
probably more had formerly: And ſince 
theſe three Clergymen are charged only with 


proſecuting 4 Quakers, and only one of them 
more-than once: This, taking their own Re- 
_ Preſentation, can never juſtify ſuch an Alte- 
ration in the Law, as would be dangerous to 
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the Proper; of the Cle 1 0 5 
when it can be proved 1 in this dunty, as 
probably it may in others too, that a : hv 
greater Number of them do now acquieſce 
in the Qyakers detaining their Dues, than are 
pretended, in all this Time, ever to have ta- 
ken vexatious Methods to recover them. 
But it will be proper, 3 to examine 


P 


che ſeveral Caſes eee of od 


Two of them: are as follows: 5 


| KG $6 Thomas Harris of Linghape was 5 pro- 
* ſecuted in the Exchequer, for 7. de- 
* manded for Tythes, at the Suit of Juin 
ce Palmer, Parſon. of Se. . NT 
1700. «Thomas Harris was proſecuted i inthe . 

'  * Exchequer, for ſmall Tythes, at the Suit 
ff — aforeſaid Fobn Palmer, Vicar.” 


It appears from the Records of the Ex- 
chequer, That a Subpena iſſued in each of 
theſe Cauſes, but no Bill can be found. It 
may thereſore be preſumed, that neither of 
them went farther than a Subpæna: I Nor in- 
deed do the Quakers ſay they did; or that 
Thomas Harris was in either Caſe put to any 
Expence by the Vicar. All that can be learnt 
farther upon Enquiry, concerning this Mat- 
ter, Mr. Palmer having been dead many 
Years will be added 2 the next Caſe. 

1700. 


e 
. - * 
dy ' 
. X&& 


1 979 00; © Edword Lord, of Milton; was pro- 
Fe 85s ſecuted in the Exc Eh for mall 
Tyches, at: the Suit, f *Fobm, Pale? 


8 ui 


= 9078 « Vicar of r on“ 
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Wo © | 1 £40 =" i for: 31. dempntled for a- 
bt bout —— ſmall Tythes, as Apples, 
1 +, Eggs, Garden-penny, an Eafter-Offee: 
© ings, was committed t Oxford Goat, 
the ayth of; the Month called January 
1700. upon an Attachment, and conti- 
„ nued Priſoner about four Fears and 2 
half, being for the moſt Part cloſe con: 
* fined. And when at a certain Time he 
had a little Eiberty granted him, the Vi- 
* car's Attorney was ſo offended at it, that 
M he threatned to proſecute. the Goaler. 
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In this Cauſe, neither Bill nor Subpena 
can be found in the Exchequer. The ancient 
Inhabitants of thePariſh do however remem- 
ber, that both Harris and Lord were proſe- 

cuted by the Vicar; but in what Court, or 


for what Sums, or how the Proſecution end- 


ed, cannot be learnt from them. The only 
articular Account that can be got, is the fol 
wn en. % „„ „ 
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With Rillrion + 0. . 0 of 
« Thomas Harris of  Lyntham, and Edward 
Lord of Mun, Nualers, for Tythes, by 
ce my Father Jam Palmer, Vicar df Shilton; 
4 — well remember, that Sir Fairmeadow 
te Penyſtau, the then moſt acting Juſtice of 

e the Peace in this Part of the County, (with 
. whom I then was,) was-firſt ap — to by 
my Father, and that he Kalle bed his Ad- 
< vice and ion in the Whole Affair. 
Hut as to any farther Particulars, ua. Why 
Sir Fairmeadow did not ceed againſt 
them as a Juſtiee of che Peace, in what 

Court they were proſecuted, how thePro- 
* ſecutionswereſeverally carried on and end- 
* ed, at this Diſtance of Time, I eannot 
* char 1 * my Memory 
* this 8th Day = Older, in Fthe Year of our 


ig 9 Da 


Mary Brooks. 


ue appears a dt in a boch theſe Ca- 
ſes of Harris and Lord, the Vicar did apply 
to a Juſtice of the Peace, and acted by his 
Direction. And no wonder if it te 
ſhewn now, at the Diſtance of forty Years, 
for what Reaſons the Juſtice might direct 
him to proceed in Weftminfler Hall. How- 
2 in the Caſe of Lord, one plain Reaſon 
may be ſhewn. The Demand upon him 
(amet other Things) was for about twenty 
Years 


\ Witneſs my Hand 


r > * * 


ſmall Tythes in 2700, w 
of Eaſter Offerings at all: yet fo is Lord faid 


(2). 


Years . Offer ings; and this was a Mat- 
ter which the Juſtices cout@ not ac in: Not 


; by 7&8W-3. c. b. for both the Sum was 


too large, — the Time much too long; 
nor by 7 & 8 V. z. c. 3a. becauſe only Tythes 


and Church Rates are ogra in it, and it 
was not extended to other Rights, Dues, and - 
| Payments, till 1 Geo. J. 


Now this might very poſkibly be the Caſe 
of Harris alſo. For though he is indeed faid 
to be profecuted for Tythes in 1697, and for 
without any mention 


to be proſecuted for ſmall Tythes alſo; and 
Eaſter Offerings are mentioned only in the 


Note ſubjoined; and what is remarkable, 
they are mentioned as a Species of ſmall 


Tythes. So that the Demand upon Harris, 
had it been more particularly explained, 
would probably have been found to compre- 


hend Eaſter Offerings likewiſe. For it ap- 


pears, from Lord's Caſe, that the Vicar claim- 


ed them: and iris not likely that Harris paid 
them, when he refus d to pay Tythes: Since 
therefore the Sum demanded was 71. and 
part of it in all probability for Eaſter Durs; 
theJuſtices — not aſſiſt the Vicar by either 


of the above-mentioned Acts. What the Sum 


demanded of Harris in 1700 was, doth not 


appear, or whether it might not be a Renew- 
al of the Proſecution of 1697: and therefore 


noching can be determin d about it, 


| Nor 
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Nor in ths laſt Place doth it appear at all, 
that the Vicar's Title to what he demanded 
was not denied. And till that appears, it 
cannot be proved, that he ga ve the ba. rr 
any needleſs Trouble. 
It may be proper juſt to dbſethe farther L 
that Lord's. Imprifoniment did- not proceed 
from the Vicar's carrying on the Cauſe fo far 
as to make it neceſſary, but from the Qua- 
ker's Contempt of the Court: for he was im- 
priſoned on an Attachment. And if the Vi- 
car's Attorney did threaten the Goaler, it 
neither appears that he did it by the Vicar's 
Direction, nor that he did it Wundut good 


Reaſon. 


[The Piodcedicns of Elizabeth aa Wit. 
liam Hughes belong to the LOU or Sali _ 


94 


1721. © Edward Thomas wiis preerüwͤ l in 
e the Exchequer for Eaſter Offerings at 
* the Suit of. Thomas IG [Arfin] 
** Parſon of Biceſter. * 


«© The Parſon? 8 Danna on Der 7! * 
« mas was for 6 Years Eaſter Offerings 

for himſelf and Wife, at 2 d. per Annum 
ec =_ and 1d. yr Annum "or" * Gar 
ec en, | 


The 


ta i a RT eee r 
E 


(9) 


| The Vicar's hater 1 is in cheſe Words. 


The Reaſon why I. proceeded i in that 
* Court was, becauſe I did not then know 
<«< a more eaſy Method of recovering my 
% Dues. And no ſooner was I informed, 
© that I might apply to the Juſtices of the 
Peace, than I immediately put a Stop to 
the Proſecution in the Exchequer, tho' at 
my own Expence; and have ever ſince 
« made Application to the Juſtices of the 
* Peace, for the Recovery of my Dues. 
“ Witneſs my Hand, this 18th Day of No- 
e venber, 1737. 
1 7, hbomas Airſon Vicar of Burceſter. 


| 173 6. 60 Stephen Farret roſecuted in the Ex- 
( clefiaſtical Court for 3 Years Tythes, 

* at 12. a Year, and for a Warden's Levy 

Lat 4s. at the Suit of Parſon . of 
o Hornton. 


Mr. Aplin s Anſwer , dated March Iſt, 
1737-8, is as follows. 


I have been Vicar of the Pariſh of Horly 
and Hornton above 16 Years; during which 
time part of the Land, now occupied by 
Stephen Farret, has almoſt always been in 

Quakers Hands. But for ſeveral Years (with 


Forbearance) one or other of my Pariſhio- 
ners, 


( 10 ) 

ners, who had Dealings with the Quaker, 
paid me, and diſcounted the Sum at their 
next Reckoning: till at length the ſaid Far- 
ret grew ſo untractable and ſubtle withal, that 
not one of his Neighbours durſt lay down 
the Money for him, leſt he ſhould never get 
it again. After three Years Forbearance 
therefore, finding all Perſuaſions in vain, I 5 
had Recourſe to the Juſtices, and recovered 
my Debt, with as much Coſt as they could 
give. But this being under 10s. did by no 
means anſwer my real and neceſſary Ex ba 
ces: and I found, that if I purſued the ſame 
Method as oft as my Money became oo, I | 
muſt run the hazard (owing chiefly to the 

| Remoteneſs of the Juſtices from the Pariſh) 
of loſing more than I recovered. It was 
thought adviſeable therefore that he ſhould 
be threatned with the Spiritual Court: but 
this preſently a 77 to Ro what he wanted: 
and I, being ore inclinable to take up 
with what I r. get with the Aſſiſtance of 
the juſtices, after a ſecond three Vears For- 

bearance, lodged my Complaint in writing 
in the Hands of my Evidence, to be deliver- 
ed at the firſt Petty Seſſions he ſhould hear of, 
within reaſonable Diſtance. In the mean 

time the Viſitation came on; where the ſaid 
Farret, without any legal or authoritative 
Citation, did (as the Regiſter writes: meWord) = 
eficiouſly appear: when * Churchwardene 
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preſented him before his Face for their Rate; 


| and a Perſon, into whoſe Hands my Com- 


* aforeſaid to the Juſtices of the Peace 
ad fallen, did, without my Direction or 
Privity, deliver the ſame to the Judge: who, 
I am told, was ſo good thereupon as to uſe 
many proper. Arguments to induce the ſaid 
Farret to pay his lawful Debts, without far- 
ther Trouble; but finding all to no purpoſe, 
told the-Perſon who ſhewed him my Com- 
plaint, it would be beſt to carry it to the Ju- 
ſtices, as 'twas directed. So that Farret has 
been put to no Expence in that Court, on my 
Account. And as no convenient Opportuni- 
ty has ſince offered to call him before the Ju- 
| ſtices, he is ar preſent in Arrears to me five 
Years, amounting to betwixt 3 and 4 Pounds. 
And I leave it to the World about us to judge, 
who has the moſt Reaſon to complain, the 
Qyaker or the Vicar: He, who thus, Year 
after Year, detains part of my legal Subſiſt- 
ence, without any manner of Title to it; or 
I, who in the mean time muſt twice a Year 
pay Taxes for the fame. How the Quakers 
come to charge me as a Proſecutor, not on- 
ly in my own Cauſe, (which ſtands as above) 
but in the Church-wardens alſo, themſelves 
are beſt able to explain. I can only fay, I 
never gave leave for my Name to be uſed in 
the Church-wardens Affair: nor can J learn 
| that any ſuch Uſe has been made of it. I 
| N B 2 Call- 


( T2 ) f 


cannot therefore but conclude it to be an La- 


juſt Charge; and am at a Loſs to imagine 


what Apology can be made for it. I chari- 


tably hope, they have not brought it with a 


ſiniſter Deſign to inflame their Reckoning at 
my Expence; becauſe J am not conſcious 1 

have ever given them any juſt Provocation ſo 
to do. The Pariſh Regiſter of Banbury in- 
deed may teſtify againſt me, that during the 


Courſe of my Miniſtry there, which was near 


17 Years, I chriſtened more of that Denomi- 


nation than perhaps any other Clergyman in 


the County. If they will forgive me this 


Wrong, I may call upon them to ſay, Whe- 


ther I ever did an unkind Office to any of the 
dect, or refuſed a friendly one.” 


| To this Mr. Aſplin adds, June 30, 1530 


that by Reaſon of the Remoteneſs of the Ju- 
ſtices from his Pariſh, and the great Uncer- 
tainty of their Meetings, he hath not yet 
been able, after many troubleſome and ex- 
penſive Meſſages, to get his Dues; though 
they are near 7 Years in Arrear, and will on 
Lammas-day amount to about 6 Pounds. 


Theſe are the only Complaints brought a- 
gainſt the Clergy of . Oxfordſhire. But there 


being one more of a Proſecution in the Eccle- 
ſiaſtical Court, though by Laymen, it may 
be proper to take notice of it. 4 


1728. 


63) 


PEI < 7 homas Nicholls of Oxford was pro- 
e ſecuted in the Eccleſiaſtical Court Er a 
t Church Rate, ſo called, at the Suit of 

« * the Wardens of the Pariſh.” . 


The Account 4 this Matter, given by Mr. 
Hie Beaver, one of the — of the 
Court, is as follows. 


On the 26th of Ofober, 1728. Thomas 
* Nicholls firſt appeared in Court. The Pre- 
+ ** ſentment of the Church-wardens was ob- 
te jected to him. To which he anſwered, 
« That he was aſked for the Money, but had 
te not paid the Rate. The Judge admoniſh- 
* ed him to appar the next Court Day, and 

* ordered theChurch-wardens to be cited al- 

L ſo, The next Court Day, Nov. 2. the 
L Cauſe is called: and the Act ſays, Domi- 
* nus dimifit banc Cauſam, and no more. I 
* remember the thin perfectly well; and 
* that I ſpoke in behalf of Nicholls: alledg- 
5 ing, that he was one of the People called 
* Quakers; and referring to the Statute , 
* which preſcribes a Remedy againſt chat 
te People in ſuch Caſes, by an Application 
te to the Juſtices of the Peace. And he was 
0 thereupon immediately diſmiſs d, without 

« paying one Farthing Expences: not ſo 
s much as a Fee to the Proctor, who ſpoke 
* in his Behalf,” E 

£ 
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| It is proper to be added here, that Mr.. 

| Lamprey, the Miniſter of thePariſh in which 

Nicholls lives, hath forborn to make any De- 
1 mand upon him for his Legal Dues, * 


„ 19 Years that he hath been Vicar. 

i After theſe Accounts, the World muſt "Ba 
| left to judge, how fair and: candid the wth 
Lers have been in their Repreſentatlons. . 
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Diocses of GLOCESTER. | 


N mu Dioeeſe f Gheefter, Aenne 
near 300 Pariſhes, of which above 30 
we 2yakers in them, and ſome of them 
great Numbers; there have been, ſince the 
Year 1696, but Six Proſecutions complain'd 
of: Two of them at the Svit of the Church- 
wardens, for not paying Church-Rates; One 
at the Suit of an 9 — priator; Three at the 
Suit of the Miniſters. 0 5 of. theſe Mini- 
ſters hath been many Years dead: So that 
there is Complainton] 7 againſt Two now liv- 
ing; and that for the bro oſecyrion of one and 
_ the fame Man. Bike 


To begin with Theks « : 


1740. « Richard Wilkins of 1 

4 proſecuted in the Exchequer for Tyrhes, 

8K at the Suit of 7. homas Witty, Prieſt of 

* Thornbury 

1734. Richard Wilkins of Thornbury was 
« proſecuted in the eccleſiaſtical Court, at 
ce the Suit of John Somers, Parſon of 
ec « Nympsfield.. 8 


- 
* * 8 


' To the former of theſe Complaints, Mr. 


Wills anſwers thus, 
| 2 w The 


The Title was diſputed: ſo that the Caſe 
was not determinable by the Juſtices. How-. 
ever I had not Recourſe to the Exchequer, till 
J had given the Qyater repeated Warnings, 
that I ſhould be obliged to apply to that 
Court. And upon my Application, the Qua- 
her was ſerved, as uſual, with a Subpana, to 
appear and put in an Anſwer to the Bill 
filed againſt him: which he refuſing to do, 
an Attachment of Courſe went out. To 
revent the Conſequence of this, a Friend of 
bi interpoſed, and I received my Demand. 
And the Effect of my applying then to that 
Court hath been, that I have ever ſince been 
regularly paid this Tythe. But I am ſo far 
from being over-ready to make uſe of any o- 
ther Method, than that of Recovery by Ju- 
ſtices, that I ſuffer a Quaker, who is Debtor 
to me for two Years Tythes, to remain un- 
moleſted : becauſe, as he lives in Somer ſet- 
ſhire, the Charge of recovering the Debt, 
165. in the Juſticiary way, would exceed the 
Value; and I refrain from applying to the 
Exchequer, the ſureſt Means to bring him 
to Reaſon without Damage to myſelf, that 
I may ſhew, how diſinclined I am to be liti- 
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gious. 

February 26. : n 55 8 {3 
1736-7, VV 

Thomas Willis, Vicar of Thornbury. 


7 


(9 

As to the Second of theſe Complaiats, 
where the Debt was 555. for 11 Years Tythes, 
Mr. Somers faith; that he choſe to Proſe- 
cute in the Con/ftory' Court at Gloceſter, ra- 
ther than have Recourſe to the Juſtices, be- 

cauſe he lived at that time near Glocęſter, 
and almoſt 20 Miles from Thornbury, the 
Place of the Qyaters uſual Abode. How- 
ever, upon the 2zyaker's Requeſt, the Cauſe 
was diſmiſe'd out of the Ecclefiaſftical Court, 
and ended by the Juſtices, as their own Book 
acknowiedges. 3 


The remaining Complaint relating to the 
Clergy; this 


-. noun. William Fang of T -whſbury Was 

* Proſecuted in the Exchequer, for Tythes 

. of about five Pounds Value, at the Suit 
of Jobn Matthews, Vicar. 


Mr. Matthews hath been ſeveral Years 
dead. And the only Account which could 
be procured of this Matter now, is the fol- 
lowing one from his Succeſſor, Mr. Jones: 
That upon Enquiry he finds there was ſuch a 

Proſecution begun; but that a Stop was ſoon 

put to it: That a Gentlewoman now living, 
and who gave him this Information, did, at 
the Requeſt of William Pumphrey's Wife, of- 
fer Mr. Marthe the Money due; which he 


readily accepted,” and 22 the Charges 
the 
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8) 
the Suit himſelf. So that, as Mr. Jones ob- 
ſerves, this Caſe, produced by the Quakers 
in their own behalf, makes directly againſt 
them, when it comes to be more fully ſta- 
ted: for it proves, that the Proſecution was 


not undertaken merely to put the Defendant 


to an Expence, as they very uncharitably ſug- _ 


geſt upon all theſe Occaſions. 


Beſides theſe Complaints againſt the Cler- 
gy, there are two againſt Church-wardens. 


1699. © John Webb of Gloceſter was Proſe- 
© cuted in the Ecclefiaſtical Court and Ex- 
e communicated, for not paying a 
“ Church-rate, ſo called. 5 


Nou it is true, that upon the Return of a 


Proceſs, iſſued out againſt him at the In- 


ſtance of the Church-Wardens of the Pariſh 
of St. Nicholas, the ſaid Webb did appear, 


and was admoniſhed to pay his Proportion of 


the Rate, which came to no more than 35. 4 d. 
or to appear again the next Court-day and re- 
celve a Libel ; but contemptuouſly refuſing 
both, was of courſe declared Excommuni- 
cate. But it doth not appear, that any Sche- 
dule of Excommunication was publiſhed or 
extracted. And it doth appear, by examin- 
ing the Pariſh Books, that the Church-War- 
dens in making up their Accounts, delivered 


over to their Succeſſors Webb's 35. 49. in Ar- 


rear: 


„ 
rear: So that he neither paid what was due 
from him, nor ſuffer'd any Puniſhment for 


not doing it. 


1703. [It ſhould be 1713.] Robert Ogborne 
of Sodbury, was proſecuted in the Eccle- 
fſaſtical Court at the Suit of the War- 

dens, for a Church- rate, ſo called. 


The following Note is ſubjoin'd, 


© Ogborne, to avoid a Contempt of the 
Court, was obliged to take fix ſeveral 
« Journeys of 44 Miles each, to attend 
te their Sittings. The Demand was but 
for three Shillings and Nine-pence* 


Now Thomas Neale, who was then one of 


the Church-Wardens, faith, that inſtead of 


his beginning a Suit againſt Ogborne in the 
Ecclęſiaſtical Court, this very Man begun the 
Suit himſelf in that very Court, by entring 
a Caveat againſt confirming a Rate agreed on 
at a Veſtry, and made by him and the other 
Church-Warden, ſince dead, towards build- 
ing the Church-Yard Wall: In conſequence 
of which Caveat, He and his Partner were 
cbliged to appear and juſtify the Rate. He 
ſaith further, that Ogborne entred this Cave- 
at not in his own Name only, but in the 
| Names alſo of Jobn Curtis, Richard Threſh- 
er, Daniel Woodward, and David Clark, 
5 "© 4 Qua- 


(20) 


Quakers. And it appears by the A& Books, 
chat Three of Theſe, Curtis, Tbreſber, and 
Woodward, did come to the Court and re- 
nounce the Suit, paying their Proportion 
of Coſts for the time it had gone on, and left 
Ogborne, together with Clark, to proceed by 
themſelves. Upon hearing the Cauſe, Og- 
Borne and Clark were ſentenced to pay the 
Rate and Coſts of Suit. Clark immediate- 


ly paid his Share of che Rate and Colts. But 


Ogborne refuſing to pay his, the Court was 
obliged to proceed afreſh againſt him, and it 


was ſome time before he could be brought to 
Pay his Share rags; to che Sentence. 


N. B. Og FRE! 8 Share i in the Rate, for 
which this Suit had been commenc EY by him, 
amounted to no more chan 2 d. - 


Ogborne had em 0 Mr. Brereton, "We 
is ſince dead, as his Proctor in this Cauſe. 
And after the Concluſion of it, Mr. Brere- 
fon was forced to put him into the Courc 
a ſecond time, for the nen of his Char- 
e whereas Ogborne faith he was obliged 
to make 6 Journeys to Glocefter to attend 
the Court: Neale faith, that he and his Part- 
ner were neceſſarily obliged, upon account 

of the Delays interpoſed by Ogborne's Proctor, 
by che Suggeſtion of F e Matter, and by 

other 


62. 


other Means of that ſort, to take 4 times as 
many Journeys as Ogborne had done. Who 
of them had the moſt Reaſon to complain, it 
muſt be left to others to judge. 

| Thomas Neale further ſaich, that one Mr. 
Prout offer d to pay the Money for Ogborne, 


in order to prevent ſo much Expence and 


Trouble; which Ogborne would not permit 
him to do, but was angry with him for ma- 
king this friendly Propoſal. 

And Mr. Hughes, Vicar of Sebbury, faith, 


that Mr. Clarke of the ſame Place, a Quaker 


now living, told bim, that he had often ad- 


viſed Ogborne to pay this Demand, and would 


himſelf have paid it for him, but he would 
not give him leave. 
Mr. Hughes alſo faith, that the ſame Ro- 
bert Ogborne, when he left his Pariſh, which 
| was about 16 Years ago, was in his Debt for 
Tythes for ſome Years; and that he hath not 
yet received any thing from him: And that 
a Brother of Ogborne's, who lives in the Pa- 
riſh now, owed him 10 or 11 Pounds for 
Tythes and Dues, till about 3 Years ago: 
That he uſed for a long time Perſuaſion only, 
and all the gentle Methods he could think of, 
to bring him to pay his juſt Debt: That once 
particularly, when he was paying the Qua- 


Ker for Goods which he had bought of him, 


: he reminded him, how hard it was that he 


ſhould not be paid alſo what he had a Legal 


Right | 
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Right to, and could recover by Law, if he 


were not unwilling to do it; Upon which the 


aker anſwered, that if he was proſecuted 
for this Debt, he would plead the Statute for 
as much of it as he could, part of ithaving 
been due 14 or 15 Years: But that after this 
Treatment in return for all his Forbearance, 


he choſe however only to apply to the Juſti- 


ces; and was content to recover what he could 
by that Method, which was not above half of 
what was due to him. To this he adds, that 
there are at leaſt Ten Quakers now in his Pariſh 
indebted to him as Vicar, and from whom 
he never received one Farthing, chooſing ra- 


ther to loſe his Right, than obtain it by Law. 


* 4A EY 6 
7 5 bh. vas R 7 — 4 V — 


The only remaining Complaint of the Qua- 
kers, in this Dioceſe, . relating neither to the 


_ Clergy nor the Eccleſiaſtical Court, but to an 


Impropriator, it hath not been thought ne- 
ceflary to make Enquiry into it, WY 


Dlocksz 


Drioczsr of CHESTER 


The Reakers Charge, pag. 13. 


* [A] Amnel Trafford of Torperley was 
N proſecuted in the Ecclefiaftical 

Court for Tythes, at the Suit of Peter Lan- 
e caſter, Parſon of Torperley, 1706. 

[A] Samuel Trafford was committed to 
Chefter Caſtle on the firſt of the Month 
called May, 1706. by a Writ de Excom 
cap and continued Priſoner about four 


« Months. 


A 


The Anſwer of one of the Proctors of the 
Court at Cheſter. 


1705. Samuel J. * was cited at the 
Suit of Mr. Lancaſter, Rector of Torperley, 
to anſwer in a Cauſe of Subtraction of Tythes; 
and a Libel was given in againſt him, and a 
Monition was ſerved on him to give his per- 
| ſonal Anſwers; and on the 7th of Februa- 
* he wee en and on that Day, 

„ 


, 24 ) 
\ as well as on the 14th; he was admoniſhed 
perſonally to make Affirmation (purſuant to 
the Statute) for his Anſwers, and to exhibit 
them; but he obſtinately refuſing, was de- 
creed to be excommunicate, and according- 


ly ſo denounced. 
He was afterwards taken up on a Writ de 


Excom cap, and enlarged upon a pretended 
Defect in the * or Writ thereup- 


on. 


The Salter to che ſand by the Reverend 
Mr. Lancaſter, Son to the aforeſaid Rector of 


-Torperley. - 


The Length of Time has made it difficult 
to obtain any Account of it more than this, 
VIZ. 

That the ſaid Samuel 7 e held forns | 
Time near 100/. a Year: That he was always 
very obſtinate, and uſed to take away the 
Tythe, with the reſt of the Crop, after it had 
been ſer out or mark'd by the Tything-Man: 

And that having got one of his Maid Ser- 
vants with Child, he would have had :the 
Woman to have fathered the Child _ che 
Rector his F ather. 


The BQuakers Charge, pag. 1 4. 


«* [F] William Aſhton of Hale was . 
8 cuted in the Eccleſiaſtical Court for 
”M Tyan, 


+; manded, Aſhton was angry. 


( 25) 
« Tythes, Eaſter Offerings, and Smoke- 
Penny, at the Suit of Peter Lancaſter, Vi- 
te car of Bowden. . | 
EF] The Parſon's Demand on A/bton 
« was but 5s. for which he was put to five 


% Pounds Charge. 
The Anſwer of the ſaid Mr, Lancaſter. 


This Wilkam Aſhton, a Diſſenter, offered 
Mr. Lancaſter 18 d. or 25. for his Tythes, &c. 
which being refuſed, and a Reckoning de- 
Auguſt 19, 172 1. Aſhton abſolutely refu- 
ſed to give any Account of what he had to 
pay for. Mr. Lancaſter having got an exact 
Account from his Neighbours, made his De- 
mands of fifteen Shillings, and told Aſbton 
what would be the Conſequence of his refu- 
ſing to pay it: Aſbton ſaid he did not care, 
and he the Vicar] might kiſs his B—ch. 5 
Mur. Lancaſter waited and ſent again, and 
finding he would not pay, put him into the 
Spiritual Court. 3 | 
Upon this, Aſbton turned Quaker, and for 
His —— was excommunicated; which 
Contempt continuing, a Writ iſſued to im- 
priſon him. 
© How it appears that the Charge was five 
Pounds, Mr. Lancaſter does not know, but 
the Proctor he employed ſays, the Court 


Charges were no more than 2/. 18s. 3 d. 
—_ D The 


4 


The Qualers Charge, pag. 1 5. 


« I] Peter Becket was proſecuted in the 
Eccleſiaſtical Court, at the Suit of Thomas 
Derbyſhire, Rector of Davenham. 
I] Beckef was excommunicated for 
© Tythes of Hay, Geeſe, Ducks, Hens, 
« Chickens, Turkies, Pigs, Sc. 


"0 


A 


c 


The Anſwer of the Reverend Mr. Derly- 
ſore. 


This Becket after an Son 8 of his 
Tythes for ſeveral Vears, reſolved, all on the 
ſudden, (after ſome particular Favours done 
him by the ſaid Mr. Derbyſpire) that he would 
pay no more; and for four Vears he paid 
none, ſaving one Pig. Mr. Derbyſhire offer 
ing to forgive the reſt, if he would pay the 
laſt Years Tythes, Becket refuſed, and alſo 
endeavoured to poſſeſs the Pariſhioners with 
a Notion that the ſaid Rector was introdu- 
eing new Cuſtoms to their Prejudice, and de- 
nied his Title to what he demanded. Mr. 


Derbyſbire therefore ſued him for Tythes, to 
the Value of about 3/. 

A Decree was obtained againſt Becket, 
with ſmall Coſts; which, if he would have: 
paid, Mr. Derbyſhire offered to forgive the 
Debt; but Becker refuſing to pay either, was 

ex- 


( 27 } 
excommunicated without further Proceſs, 
tho' nothing be paid yet. 
The Reaſon why Mr. Derbyſhire applied 

not to the Juſtices was this: 
| Becket pretended that the Impropriator of 

the next Pariſh had the Right to that which 
Mr. Derbyſhire demanded; which Impropri- 
ator being one of the two only Juſtices which 
acted in that Hundred, he could not act in 
this Caſe. | 


De Ruakers 3 pag. 6 8. 


[[O] I/rael Fell was proſecuted for 

« 2 at the Suit of William Turton, 
« Parſon of Sandiſb, 17 19. 
[O] Iſrael Fell was a Priſoner four 
« Years, for Tythes but of one Shilling Va- 
e Jue; and then diſcharg'd upon the Death 
of the Proſecutor. 


The Anſwer of the Reverend Mr. Pilgrim, 
preſent Rector of Stand? :/, upon the Infor- 
mation of 7. — Bains a Quaker. 


Tjrael Fell was ſued i in the Exchequer by 
the ſaid Mr. Turton for Tythe Hay, 
and ſo were ſeveral others of different 
Perſuaſions at the ſame time; who, as they 
called his Title in Queſtion, could not be 
proſecuted before the Juſtices, 


D 2 Tho 
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The Attorney employ'd in this Cauſe by 
Mr. Turton gives the ſame Account; and adds, 


that for want of Fells Anſwer thei was an 


Attachment againſt him; upon which he be- 


lieves he was ſent to Goal. 


The Ruakers Charge, pag. 68. 


« [P] John Cartmel was proſecuted in the 
Eccleſiaſtical Court, for a Preſcription, 


* 


in lieu of Tythes, at the Suit of Richard 


* Cromlebolm, Prieſt, 172 1. 
wn The Demand on Jobn Cartmel was 
« 65. 8 d. per Annum, in lieu of Tythes. He 
af „ Was committed by two Juſtices to Lanca- 
er Goal, on a Significavit from the Ec- 


cc legal Court, on the 2oth of the 


“ Month called July, 1721, and remained 
& a Priſoner about three Years. 

« N. B. The Parſon firſt ſummoned * 
« mel to appear before the Juſtices, who 
e would have granted their Warrant for what 
« they judg'd to be his due: But that not 
« ſatisfying his Avarice, he proceeded in the 
* ſevere manner aforeſaid. 


The Anſwer by the Reverend William 
Cromlebolm, the 8 Vicar, and immedi- 
ate Succeſſor to the ſaid Richard Cromlebolm. 

Mr. Richard Cromletolm demanded 6 s. 8 d. 
of the ſaid John Cartmel; not as a Preſcrip- 
tion, but as a Compoſition for ſmall Tythes, 

and 


( 29 ) 
and applied to the Juſtices to recover it. 
Cartmel-pleaded, that Part of his Eſtate. was 
ſold off, and that a proportionable Part of 
the ſaid Compoſition ſhould be born by. the 
Purchaſers, which was the Opinion of the 
Juſtices. | = 
But Mr. Cramlebolm, dſſatisfied with this 
Judgment, ſued him the Year following in 
the Ecclefiaſtical Court, and Cartmel ſuffer- 
ed himſelf to be excommunicated and im- 
priſoned. „ | 
Divers Perſons, of all Perſuaſions, were 
alſo proſecuted at the ſame time, to ſet aſide 
an eaſy Compoſition which Mr. Cromleholm's 
immediate —— had made with them 
48 Vears before. | 


The Quakers Charge, pag. 157. 


« [X] Henry Robinſon and Thomas Smith, 
* both of Appleton ſuper Wiſke, were proſe- 
c cuted inthe Eccleſiaſtical Court for Tythes, 
ce at the Suit of Richard Godſlave, Parſon, 
« 1 -- 
< [X] Robinſon and Smith were commit- 
ce ted to 7ork Caſtle in the Month called 
May, 1696. Smith died a Priſoner on the 
 * 25th of the Month called March follow- 
ning; and Robinſon was releaſed by Super- 
ce ſedeas out of the Court of Chancery, on the 
* 19th of the Month called March, 1697-8, 
e after about 22 Months Impriſonment. 
©. _ 
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« [D] 1699. Henry Robinſon, Elizabeth 
Smith, Widow, Thomas Smith her Son, 
e and James Rutter, all of Appleton ſuper 
« Wiſke, were proſecuted in the Exchequer 
e for Tythes, at the Suit of Richard God- 


. 


La, 


© flave, Rector of Great Smeaton, and Clerk 


< of the Chapelry of Appleton, pag. 159, 
160. 5 5 hs 
« [D] Elizabeth Smith, and her Son, and 
James Rutter, were committed to 7ork 
<< Goal on the 24th of the Month called Fa- 
* mary, 1699, but the Proſecutor dying, 
<« they were diſcharged in the Month called 


« March following. 


dhe Anſwer of the Reverend Mr. Thomas 
Warwick, Rector of Great Smeaton, upon 
the beſt Enquiry he could make. 


He ſays there were ſuch Proſecutions for 
Tythes, of conſiderable Value, as he judges 
from the Farms, of which theſe Quaters 
were poſſeſſed. 4 

He ſuppoſes that they queſtioned the Re- 
ctor's Title to them; for when he would 
have taken them quietly away, they ſtopt the 
Road with Forks, Sc. and ſome threw them- 
ſelves along in the Way of the Carts, but the 


Suit ended in Favour of the Rector. 


The Reaſon why he carried them into 
the Exchequer, he ſuppoſes to have been, 
| [= — the 


(© 31) 

the uncommon Situation of that Chapel be- 
ing reputed to lie in the Dioceſe of Vr, but 

held with the Rectory of Great Smeaton, and 

as Part of the ſame, in the Dioceſe of Cbe- 
Ber. - 

| Beſides, upon Recourſe firſt had to the 


Juſtices, they could not determine the Mat- 
ter. 


The Ruakers Gln pag. I 6 


« [R] Boſavel Middleton of Burrough-Bridge, 
te was proſecuted in the Exchequer for ſmall 
<« Tythes, at the Suit of Edward Morris, Vi- 
« car of Oldburgh. 

« [R] Boſwel Middleton was committed to 
" * Rippon Goal, a naſty cold Priſon, on the 

© 19th of November, 1709, and continued 
« Priſoner till the Death of his Proſecutor in 
<« 1720, being upwards of 10 Years. 


The Anſwer of the Reverend Mr. Buck. 


This Middleton was in the Low Goal at 
Rippon (which he might call a naſty cold 
Priſon) near 3 Months; then removed into 
the upper Goal, which is the Habitation of 
the Goaler and his F amily; where he conti- 
nued near 12 Months: after which he had his 
Liberty to go home and look after his At- 
fairs all the reſt of the 10 Years, only ma- 
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